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Frequently one wants to extend the use of a classification method that in
principle requires records with True/False values, such as decision trees
and logic formula constructors, so that records can be processed that
contain rational number and/or nominal values. A nominal value is an
element or subset of a given finite set. In such cases, the rational num-
bers or nominal values must first be transformed to True/False values
before the method may be applied. This chapter describes methods for
the transformation. For nominal entries, the transformation depends
on the size of the given finite set and on whether elements or subsets
of that set occur. In particular, the scheme for subsets first transforms
the entries to rational data. The transformation of rational numbers
to True/False values uses a technique called Cutpoint that determines
abrupt changes of classification cases. The methods of this chapter are
rather new and have been found to be effective and reliable in prelimi-
nary tests.
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